
 

Parli Pro Cheat Sheet 
By Skye Fishman, NYS Parliamentarian 

Motions 

1.​ Privileged Motion - Motions that are unrelated to the current pending 

question but are more urgent that they take priority  

2.​ Subsidiary Motion - Motions that may be applied to other motions to 

change, modify, or dispose of.  

3.​ Bring Back Motion - Motions that bring back a previously considered 

question/matter.  

4.​ Incidental Motions - Motions that deal with incidental questions relating to 

procedure arising from a question being considered. 

5.​  Main Motion - A Motion that brings new business before the body. 

Making a Motion  

What you do: What you say: 

Rise and Address the Chair “Mr/Madame Chairman” 

Be Recognized by the Chair “The Chair recognizes Mr Smith” 

Make/Present your motion “I move to buy a whiteboard to increase 
productivity in our committee 
meetings.” 

Another member must second your 
motion 

“Second” 

Chair States the Question & opens up the 
floor for debate 

“It is moved and seconded to buy a 
whiteboard. Are you ready for the 
question? 

Members debate the motion (But must be 
recognized to speak 

“The Chair recognizes Mr Smith to speak 
on their motion” 

The Chair puts the question to a vote “Those in favor of adopting the motion to 
buy a whiteboard say aye [Pause], 
Those opposed say no” 

The Chair announces the results of the 
vote 

“The ayes have it and the motion carries. A 
whiteboard shall be purchased. “ 
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1.​ Alice Sturgis The Standard Code of Parliamentary Procedure         
2.​ Modesto Junior College Parliamentary Procedure 
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TABLE OF MOTIONS 
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1.​ UWRF Agricultural Education Society 
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Keys to Debate 

1.​ Re-state the motion 
2.​ State your opinion (In-favor of or against the motion) 
3.​ Provide 3 points that reinforces & supports your opinion  
4.​ Strong Conclusion 
5.​ Listen to others 

 
Tips to Speaking the Parli Pro Language 

 
●​ Most Motions begin with “I move…” or “I rise to…” 
●​ Always address the chair when debating. 
●​ Gain recognition before speaking(unless the motion does not require) 
●​ Come prepared knowing what you want to say and how you will say it. 
●​ It’s Ok to Have a Cheat Sheet, just like this one! 
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Order of Business 

Call orders of the day The presiding officer seeing a quorum has 
been met, calls the meeting to order 

Reading and approval of minutes The minutes from the previous meeting 
shall be read, any corrections made, and 
then approved. 

Reports of officers The Chair calls on officers who have 
reports to present (ex: Treasurer’s Report) 

Reports of Standing Committees The Chair calls on members who have 
reports to present on behalf of Standing 
Committees 

Reports of Special Committees  The Chair calls on members who have 
reports to present on behalf of Special 
Committees 

Unfinished Business Questions carried over from the previous 
meeting or postponed from a previous 
meeting to this date are considered here. 

New Business Members can introduce new business here. 

Announcements  Any Announcements are made here.  

Adjournment  There is no further business to consider, or 
a Motion to Adjourn is approved.  
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